Nancy Kaye Kelman
November 1, 1939 - July 20, 2020

Nanci Kaye Kelman, 80, devoted wife, mother, and luminous creative spirit, passed away
at the Brunswick Senior Care Center on Monday, July 20, 2020. She was born in
Savannah on November 1st, 1939, and lived her entire life in the warm embrace of the
Georgia seacoast, salt marshes, and sea breezes.
As a native of Savannah, Nanci had an ardent appreciation of all things historic and
traditional, including the old Savannah houses that she lived in, restored, and decorated.
She loved to search the old waterfront warehouses for antique furniture, and was highly
skilled at bringing dusty, forgotten old pieces, including an antique pump organ, back to
their original splendor. Nanci also worked as a tour guide at the Telfair Museum, where her
natural Southern grace never failed to charm guests from near and far.
Coming from an artistic family, Nanci had a natural affinity for all things creative, including
music, dance, cooking, and especially fashion. As a child she was an accomplished
dancer, and performed Vaudeville in New York. She was an avid radio listener and record
collector, and especially liked the blues music of the 1950’s and the groundbreaking music
of artists such as Bob Dylan, Stevie Wonder and the Bee Gees. She was an
accomplished seamstress, sewing most of her own clothes, and loved to cook for the
family. Nanci’s holiday family dinners are fondly remembered, as well as her baking and
creative Italian cooking.
Above all, Nanci was a loving wife and mother of three children. Her family never lived far
from the saltwater beaches and waterways, where idyllic summers were spent swimming,
boating, fishing, and crabbing. Tybee Beach, Hilton Head, and St. Simons Island were
favorite summer destinations. Nanci also loved her pets, including the well-pampered
Siamese and Persian cats who were her constant companions.
Ms. Kelman is survived by three children, Joe Page Jr. of Ellijay (wife Karen), Melanie
Page of Brunswick, and Amanda Leavy of Valdosta (husband Paul), grandchildren Alex
Page, Wymberley Leavy, and Grayson Leavy, and sister Melisa Brooks of Long Beach

California.

Comments

“

Where do I begin. I met Nancy when my mother first move to Wymberly in late
1960’s. We lived on 19 Richmond Dr just down from the Page’s beautiful home.
Nancy was just one of these Southern moms that welcomed everyone and loved all.
Soft spoken with a heart as big as Georgia. We have had our share of heart to hearts
with the conversation always ending in I love you. She literally was my mom away
from mom. I love and hold your presence near Nancy. Your daughter down the street.
Julie Rahal
.

julie Rahal - August 16 at 04:06 AM

“

My memories of Aunt Nancy when we would come to Savannah to visit family were
of her talent. I was always in awe of how she beautifully decorated your home on Isle
of Hope. She had a beautiful smile and laugh. Sending all of you prayers, hugs and
lots of love during this time. Paula, Forrest , Matthew and Will

Paula Warden - July 27 at 12:33 PM

“

I have many wonderful memories of Aunt Nancy and as a child, I thought she looked
like a movie star. She had a great sense of style and was so graceful and soft
spoken. Aunt Nancy was talented seamstress and being the youngest of the cousins,
I was lucky to receive Mandy’s beautiful hand-me-downs. She was as lovely inside
as out and I will always remember her fondly.
Ivy

Ivy Kovach - July 27 at 11:15 AM

“

Nanci was always one of my "other mothers". My fondest memories (of many) were
when she would let us "camp out". It was always too spooky in the dark and there
was also the threat of a raid from the neighbor boys! She would let us come inside
and camp out in the den. She would make pizza and popcorn and teach us dance
moves like the Swim and the Watusi. She also tried to teach us to belly dance, but
Mandy was the only one who could actually get it. Those nights were ALWAYS fun. I
know she knew we'd never stay out in that tent and yet she'd always give permission.
She was also a fantastic seamstress and, like my mom, she created her own
designs. I cherished this LBD which she made for me for many years.
Nanci was truly a mother to me, not only giving me love, but also getting on to me
when I needed it. She was such a wonderful, loving person.

Dori Dixon - July 24 at 09:25 AM

“

“

She made all us some great memories

Didn’t she!

Tracey Grassi - July 27 at 10:55 AM
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Family - July 22 at 05:40 PM

“

Our beautiful mother. Beloved sister and grandmother. We will miss you.
Family - July 22 at 05:43 PM

